Drought Information Statement for
Southern NM/Far West TX

Valid February 3, 2026
Issued By: NWS El Paso (Santa Teresa, NM)

e Contact Information: nws.elpaso@noaa.gov

This product will be updated March 7, 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
Please see all currently available products at hitps://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

Please visit https://www.weather.gov/EPZ/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/?dews region=132 for regional drought status updates.

Severe (D2) drought status affecting Southwest New Mexico. Drought
status removed for Far West Texas.

Improvement to drought conditions after abnormally wet January.
Drought conditions for Southwest New Mexico expected to persist in
February due to near normal precipitation and above normal
temperatures.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
mailto:nws.elpaso@noaa.gov
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
https://www.weather.gov/EPZ/DroughtInformationStatement
https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/?dews_region=132
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& U.S. Drought Monitor

NI
‘5\

Drought Intensity and Extent

&

D4 (Exceptional Drought)

None

D3 (Extreme Drought)

None

o D2 (Severe Drought)
Most of Southwest and South-Central New Mexico, Gila
National Forest

o D1 (Moderate Drought)
Portions of Southeast New Mexico, Lincoln National Forest

o DO (Abnormally Dry)
Portions of Far West Texas (99% of New Mexico, 95% of
Texas)

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

February 3, 2026

2:27 AM

Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for southern New Mexico and far west Texas

U.S. Drought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought = Severe Drought  Extreme Drought Exceptional

(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 01/27/26
National Weather Service
El Paso, TX


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_southern_plains_rdews_trd.png
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4-Week Drought Monitor Class Change.

&

Recent Change in Drought Intensity

Drought Worsened:
None

Drought Improved.:

Portions of South-Central New Mexico

and Far West Texas

No Change:
Portions of Southwest New Mexico

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Link to the latest 1-month change map for southern New Mexico and far west Texas

February 3, 2026
2:27 AM

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Southern Plains RDEWS
4 Week

|

January 27, 2026
compared to
December 30, 2025

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

ass Degradation
ass Degradation
ass Degradation
ass Degradation
ass Degradation

ass Improvemen
ass Improvemen
ass Improvemen
ass Improvemen
ass Improvemen

National Weather Service
El Paso, TX



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_southern_plains_rdews_chng_4W.png
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2:27 AM

30-day precip totals,

1.50-3.00" along I-10 corridor.

2.50-4.00” over mountain
forests.

90-day precip totals,

2.50-3.50" along |-10 corridor.

4.00-5.00” over mountain
forests.

Precipitation 300-500%
above normal in January for
Southern New Mexico and Far

West Texas. Majority of
precipitation fell 1/23-1/25.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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NWPS 30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (inches)
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Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service National Water Prediction Service;
image courtesy of Drought.gov
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DataValid: 01/31/26

30-Day Precipitation: Percent of PRISM Normal

Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions

0% 25% 50% 5% 100%

300%

100% 150% 200%

Source(s): National Weather Service National Water Prediction Service;
image courtesy of Drought.gov

Data Valid: 02/01/26

National Weather Service
El Paso, TX
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February 3, 2026
Temperature 2:27 AM
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7-Day Temperature Anomaly 30-Day Temperature Anomaly

Late January cold snap, but m\\-

near normal January
temperatures for Southern
New Mexico and Far West
Texas

30-day high temperatures
near normal

January mean average
temperature 1.3°F above
normal at El Paso
International (KELP)

Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F) Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F)
-8 -6 -4 -3 -1 0 -8 -6 -4 -3 -1 0

0 1 3 0 1 3
Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid:01/29/26  Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 01/29/26
courtesy of Drought.gov courtesy of Drought.gov

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce EI Paso 5y TX




E&j Summary of Impacts February 3, 2026

T 2:27 AM
Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter
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Hydrologic Impacts

e Gila River running slightly below normal. Mimbres River and Rio Grande south of the Caballo Dam have both
dried up and will likely remain dry through the spring and early summer seasons. Seasonal snowpack
running below normal (40-60%), but spring snowmelt may lead to rises. Elephant Butte storage at 10.7%

capacity, higher than last month but well below the historical 30-year average. (Texas Water Development
Board).

Agricultural Impacts

e Soil moisture is near normal after abnormally wet January. Outlook points to near normal precipitation in
February. 2025 Rio Grande irrigation season ended with a surface water allotment of six inches (6”) per acre.

Please refer to the Elephant Butte Irrigation District (EBID) website or your local municipality for more
information.

Fire Hazard Impacts

e Periods of elevated fire danger possible in February as winds increase. ERCs are below normal for February
across both Gila and Lincoln forests. Fire risk will increase in the coming months as the spring windy season
begins. Periods of strong winds could lead to large fire growth in February as mostly dry conditions prevail.

National Oceanic and

@Y, National Oceanicand National Weather Service
mospneric ministration
v U.S. Department of Commerce EI Paso, TX



https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://waterdatafortexas.org/reservoirs/individual/elephant-butte
https://waterdatafortexas.org/reservoirs/individual/elephant-butte
https://www.ebid-nm.org/

February 3, 2026

Sunday, February 01, 2026

e Gila River running slightly below normal. No sudden rises
occurred in January. Mimbres River, Rio Grande below Caballo
Dam have both run dry for the season.

Gila River Stages

Latest Flood Stage Discharge
Gila 1.52 ft 11.00 ft 88 ft3/s
Redrock 4.72 ft 20.00 ft 106 ft3/s
Virden 5.36 ft 15.00 ft 101 ft3/s
Rio Grande Stages
Latest Flood Stage Discharge
El Paso Low Stage  8.50 ft None

Explanation - Percentile classes

Gauge data recorded on 2/3/2026

76-90 | >90

|
Below Above  IMuch above
Murfct\"t:glf;w normal Normal | normal | normal

High |No Data

Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow
HUC map valid February 1, 2026

|@' e L National Weather Service
mospneric ministration
U.S. Department of Commerce EI Paso, TX
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Drought Severity Index
Value for the January 25 - 31, 2026

Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile Long Term Palmer

FEB 01, 2026
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DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER)

DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR

WETNESS: RESPONDS SLOWLY; CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO

WEEK; AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF,

RECHARGE, AND DEEP PERCOLATION AS WELL AS

25N - EVAPOTRANSPIRATION. .
Based on preliminary data

USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF
PROLONGED DRYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE
ECONOMIES, DESIGNING DISASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT

OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG-TERM STATUS
OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS AND STREAMS.

M -4 or less (Exceptional Drought) 1 to 1.9 (Unusually Moist)
LIMITATIONS... IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM
(FEW WEEKS) STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS -3 to -3.9 (Extreme Drought) 2 to 2.9 (Very Moist)
FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS
(THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX). -2to -2.9 (Severe Drought) . 3to 3.9 (Extremely MOiSt)
-1 to -1.9 (Moderate Drought) [l Above 4 (Exceptionally Moist)
-0.9 to 0.9 (Near Normal)

Image Captions:
Left: CPC Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile valid February 1, 2026

Right: Palmer Drought Severity Index valid January 25-31, 2025

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
mospneric ministration
U.S. Department of Commerce EI Paso, TX



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/regional_monitoring/palmer/PDSI.png
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("'4'* N ”»>  Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.
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Image Caption: Significant Wildland Fire Potential
Monthly Outlook for February 2026

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
\ ' mospneric ministration
U.S. Department of Commerce EI Paso, TX


https://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/wildfires/decban.png
https://nmfireinfo.com/fire-restrictions/
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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& Seven Day Precipitation Forecast 2:27 AM
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7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for February 2,
2026-February 9, 2026
e First week of February was dry, precipitation K | lL |

chances return in mid-February. Majority of
February looks dry for New Mexico and West
Texas, but near seasonal normals.

e 2025 autumn season rainfall finished near or
above normal for southern New Mexico and
far west Texas. January precipitation ranged
from 300-500% above normal. Recent
precipitation has allowed drought conditions
to improve over the past 6 months. Drought
conditions are likely to persist for Southwest
New Mexico through the spring season.

Predicted Inches of Precipitation

N | ]
01 0.25 05 0.75 1 125 15 175

0 0.01
IOV 0
175 2 25 3 4 5 7 10 15 20

Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 02/02/26

rativtacu nf Nranaht aau

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
\ ’ mospneric ministration
U.S. Department of Commerce EI Paso, TX
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Rapid Onset Drought Outlook 2:27 AM

Links to the latest Climate Prediction Center 8 to 14 day Temperature Outlook and Precipitation Outlook.

@ Days 8-14 U.S. Hazards Outlook @

Valid: February 10 - 16, 2026

Much Below Normal

e Moderate to Severe Drought is already in
place across Southwest New Mexico. Rapid TeApTeTes
onset drought is not expected. Drought | |
conditions are expected to persist across
Southwest New Mexico through the spring
season.

'NO HAZARDS POSTED

| Flooding Possible

Rapid Onset Drought Risk

For nationwide drought coverage, please @
visit https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu Yo

Climate Prediction Center Follow us: ) X
Released: February 2, 2026 3:00 PM EST www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

Ongoing Drought May Persist or Worsen

Image Caption:
Days 8 to 14 U.S. Hazards Outlook Valid February 10-16

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
ad El Paso, TX

U.S. Department of Commerce



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814prcp.new.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats.php
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Equal chances of precipitation for
Southern New Mexico and Far
West Texas.

Monthly average precipitation for
El Paso: 0.40”

33-40% chance of above normal
temperatures for South-Central
New Mexico and Far West Texas.
40-50% chance of above normal
temperatures for Western New
Mexico.

Monthly average high
temperature for El Paso: 64.1°

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

February 3, 2026
2:27 AM

»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Monthly Precipitation Outlook for February 1,
2026-February 28, 2026
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Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 90% 100%

Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 90% 100%

Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation

[ |
33% 40% 50%
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 01/31/26

Monthly Temperature Outlook for February 1,
2026-February 28, 2026
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Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 90% 100%
Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures

V; ]
33% 40% 50%
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 01/31/26

National Weather Service
El Paso, TX


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

February 3, 2026
Drought Outlook 2:27 AM

v,, ”»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage
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1-Month Drought Outlook for February 1, 2026-February
28, 2026

& )

e Drought conditions are expected to
persist across Southwest and
South-Central New Mexico. No drought
status for Far West Texas. Typical
February precipitation expected.

Links to the latest:

. . Drought Is Predicted To...
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook —
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook Persist Improve End "~ Develop No Drought
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 01/31/26

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce EI Paso 5y TX



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

